Smart Balloon Practices Committee

Teleconference

Wednesday, February 24, 2010

10:00 AM CST

In Attendance:

David Nelson

Barbara Lee

Shant Celikian

Brian Chek

Marty Fish recorded notes.

Brian and Marty were able to report on the Halloween & Party Expo in Houston in January. Brian said that a good number of the flyers specially created to encourage smart balloon practices were handed out to people who visited the Control Plastics booth. Marty was able to hand out 150 of the flyers to the Party Club of America members. Thanks again to Premium Balloon Accessories and Control Plastics for supplying the flyers. Marty also reported that TBC sent her 250 decals for the Responsible Balloon Retailer program and a sign up form to encourage individuals to enlist (the form is similar to the online form on the TBC web site). Marty signed up several retailers and mailed the forms to TBC.

Also discussed was the World Balloon Convention in April and David reported that Premium Balloon Accessories would have a booth (perhaps a one day event) and Shant reported that he would be attending. Marty reported that IBA would likely have a table with membership materials to give IBA some visibility and asked that any IBA members in attendance be sure to promote IBA. Committee members suggested that the IBA table could also provide information on Smart Balloon Practices and the Responsible Balloon Retailer program. Marty will provide details of IBA involvement at WBC once they are known.

The Responsible Balloon Retailer program was then discussed and after some debate it was determined that IBA distributors (especially in California) could help the program by signing customers up directly. A two-fold approach to get agreement from distributors and the TBC will have to take place. It was considered that besides face-to-face contact the forms with decals attached could be inserted in shipments asking retailers to fax back the signed agreement. Marty will contact TBC to approve (or learn if they are working toward their own distributor program).

Final discussion concerned the standard “high balloon season” PG&E press release warning of the dangers of balloons in power lines and asking the public to hang on to their balloons. Marty reported that TBC responded to the newspaper with an OP/ED but the question was this: should IBA be sending a response on behalf of the Smart Balloon Practices Committee as well? It was not clear whether the committee felt it necessary and we left it that Marty would create a standard reply for such occasions and send to the group for review.

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 24, 10:00 AM Central.

